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30th September 2022 

Dear Parents, 

Voluntary Contributions 
You may have seen on the Fundraising and Expenses calendar that was sent out at the 
start of term, a reference to “Voluntary Contributions”. In the past, we, along with many 

other schools, have asked parents to support us through a Voluntary Contribution to 
school funds, usually of £30.00 per family. As you may realise, schools have seen a 

significant reduction in funding over the last few years and this additional income has 
allowed us to offer pupils extended learning opportunities and enhanced resources, for 
example through the introduction of the Woodland Learning programme and the 

development of the school library. 
 
I am, however, acutely aware that whilst schools are obviously feeling the pressure 

financially, so, too, are families. As a result, I do not feel that it is appropriate for me to 
be asking you to support us in this way at this time. You are all facing a winter of rising 

costs and increased pressure, without us adding to it.  
 
I also appreciate that there may some families who are happy to support us through the 

collection of a Voluntary Contribution. Therefore, we have added a Voluntary 
Contribution payment to the School Shop facility on Arbor. If you would like to donate to 

the school, payment can be made through the Arbor App or Parent Portal, in multiples of 
£5.00. 
 

This feature will be left in the School Shop for the entirety of the academic year. This 
way, if you would like to donate at a later time, you have the option available to you. 
 
Please do not feel under any pressure to donate in this way. We would be very grateful for 
any support that we receive, but we are certainly not going to be pressurising families or 
making repeat requests. I wanted to address this issue now, so that you did not think I 
was ignoring something we had included on the calendar you were given just a short 
time ago. 

 
PTFA News 

The PTFA held their first meeting of the new school year on Wednesday. It was lovely to 
see so many new faces at the meeting, and we are all looking forward to the forthcoming 
school discos and Christmas Fayre. 

 



I am very excited to say that we are converting our existing medical room and art 
cupboard into additional intervention spaces and a sensory room. These changes will 

benefit children throughout the school, as we will be able to offer more appropriate 
spaces for pupils to work and talk with adults throughout the course of the school day. 

These changes will obviously incur a cost, which I am delighted to say the PTFA have 
agreed to support, alongside any funds raised through the collection of Voluntary 
Contributions. 

 

Midday Supervisor Vacancy 

We currently have a vacancy for a Midday Supervisor to join our team. Hours of work are 

12:30-1:30pm daily, and payment is on the Tenax Scale 3. If you are interested in this 

position, please contact the school office for further information, or look on the Kent 

Teach website:  kent-teach.com 

 

Stars of the Week / Leybourne Bright Sparks 

Congratulations to our Stars of the Week and Bright Sparks: 

 

Week ending 30th September 2022 Leybourne Bright Sparks Stars of the Week 

Year 1 Tommy Jacob, Jack 

Year 2 Joseph F. Lewis, Anastasia 

Year 3 Nevaeh, Jessica Sophie N. 

Year 4 Jack Bradley, Alfie 

Year 5 Harry W. Phoebe, Frankie 

Year 6 Boris Matthew S., Sophia 

 

Please note that some of these children will receive their certificates on Monday, due to 

the photographs taking place in the hall today. 

 

Have a lovely weekend! 

 

Kind regards 

 

Tina Holditch 

Headteacher  


